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Congratulations on your decision to marry!  We rejoice with you in your love for one another and your desire to commit yourselves to one another.

St. Paul Presbyterian Church affirms that marriage is a gift from God. It is a covenant of two people who have been called together by God, licensed by the state, share love with one another, and who promise to live their life together in discipleship before God.

The Service of Marriage

In the church, marriage is a service of worship.  Whether the pastor conducts the ceremony at the church or another location, it is done under the approval of Session, the governing body of St. Paul Presbyterian Church, to bear true and faithful witness to Jesus Christ.  With the approval of Session, the Lord’s Supper may be celebrated during the marriage service, and the Invitation to the Table will be given to all.  The session may also approve that the marriage service take place during the Service for the Lord’s Day.  The pastor will share with the couple the Order of Service as set forth in The Presbyterian Book of Order.

Other actions common to the community and its cultures may be appropriately observed when these actions do not diminish the Christian understanding of marriage.  All parts of the ceremony should be appropriate to Christian worship.  The pastor, then, approves the order of service and all its elements.

Pastoral Leadership

The pastor of St. Paul Presbyterian Church considers it an honor and blessing to share in your joy by being a part of your wedding.  The pastor pledges to do everything (s)he can to make your wedding a joyous occasion for you and an expression of glory to God.

The current pastor of St. Paul Presbyterian Church will conduct the ceremony.  Please do not request former pastors or interims as this places them in an awkward personal and ethical position because they have agreed not to perform duties for the members of their former congregation.  The pastor may consider requests for others to assist in the leadership of the service.  Couples should consult with the pastor before offering others a part in the service.  

The pastor wishes to meet with the couple to become better acquainted, to plan the service to our mutual satisfaction, and to provide helps that will contribute to a blessed marriage.

To properly prepare for marriage, the couple normally must enter into pre-marriage counseling with the pastor to learn more about themselves and about the covenant of marriage.  The Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (USA) requires that the pastor conducting the service not only counsel the couple but be confident of the “commitment, responsibility, maturity, and Christian understanding” of the couple regarding the covenant of marriage.  The pastor, then, will lead you through a discernment process, normally six to twelve months before the marriage date.

Reserving Your Wedding and Rehearsal Dates and Times

The first step is to contact the church office to inquire about the wedding application process and the availability of the sanctuary for the rehearsal and wedding dates.  You may pick up an application form from the church office, request that it mailed to you by the postal service or by email, or you may download it from the church website.

To reserve your dates, return the form and the required deposit to the church office.

Any changes in times or dates from the information you provided on the application form must be approved and confirmed as soon as possible.

Music

Music that accompanies the service should direct attention to God, who sanctifies marriage, and special care should be given to assure that the music is suitable and reverent.  The singing of hymns by the congregation is encouraged.  All music will be discussed between the couple, musicians, and the pastor.  The pastor must approve the music.

The church musician has the right of first refusal to play for weddings.  In the event the church musician cannot play for the wedding, another accompanist or musicians may be invited to take part in the wedding after discussion and approval of the pastor.  This person will then meet with the church musician to prepare.

Symbols and Decorations

The baptismal font, communion table, pulpit, Bible, and Christ candle are symbols of our faith.  The wedding coordinator will work with you in the placement and display and of these symbols.  (S)he will also guide you in decorating the sanctuary and other areas of the building.

Florists and Photographers

Florists and photographers are expected to follow the church’s policies.  The wedding coordinator is happy to answer any questions or concerns that may arise.

Photography and Video Recording

Flash photos may be taken in the sanctuary before or after the service by arrangement with the pastor and the couple.

A professional photographer or other designated person may take non-flash photographs from a discreet location in the sanctuary during the service.  If a bulletin is produced for the service, it should have an announcement regarding the policy of no flash photos during the service.  The pastor may also make an announcement sharing this information with the congregation if needed.

Permission from the pastor is required for use of video or audio equipment.  The use of such equipment must not distract from the service of worship.  The wedding coordinator will help with the placement of such equipment if the pastor approves its use.

Tobacco and Alcoholic Beverages

Smoking is not permitted in the church building or outside near any doorway.  If members of your wedding party smoke, please talk with the wedding coordinator as to where they may do so. There is to be no alcohol on church grounds at any time.  If the serving of champagne or wine at the wedding reception is desired, the pastor must approve this request. Again, the wedding coordinator can be of help in answering any questions you may have.

License

A valid Colorado marriage license must be procured from a county office and given to the pastor at the rehearsal.  Information regarding licenses is available at any county clerk’s office.

Space Available

The church space available for a wedding includes:

· Sanctuary: seating for 250

· Narthex: gathering and receiving area

· Celebration Center, reception, dinner, bridal waiting area, dressing

· Kitchen: use for dinner, refreshments, snacks

· Nursery

· Senior High Room: dressing

· Middle or Elementary Classroom: dressing

· Restrooms

Other Services

The church provides several other services.  Please see the attached fee schedule.

· Wedding Coordinator

Our wedding coordinator will meet with the couple to plan all logistics of the wedding at the church.  (S)he is the liaison between St. Paul Presbyterian Church and the couple.  After the pastor approves the wedding date, the coordinator will meet with the couple and their planner, if there is one, to discuss all aspects of the ceremony and reception, if it is held at the church.  (S)he organizes the rehearsal as well as the wedding preparations on the day of the service.

· Custodial
Our contracted custodial services will be engaged to clean the church after the wedding.  

It is the responsibility of the wedding party to remove all personal belongings after the wedding service and before custodial cleaning.  The couple and their guests are expected to treat the church property with respect.

· Nursery Care

The church provides a nursery but does not provide nursery staff.  Adult supervision must be provided by the wedding party and must include two unrelated adults.  The church can provide you with the name of a service if you so request.

· Parking

Our parking lot has spaces for approximately seventy vehicles.  Other parking is available along Biscay Street west of the church or on one side of the church’s driveway.

For More Information

If you have any questions regarding the application process, please contact the church office at 303-693-3434 or office@stppc.org
We are glad to help you in any way possible.  We are looking forward to assisting you in the planning and celebration of your wedding.

August 2011

Wedding Fee Schedule

St. Paul Presbyterian Church     



Aurora, CO

Thank you for including St. Paul Presbyterian Church in hosting your wedding! We are pleased to do so. We must charge the following fees to cover our costs and to provide the personnel involved their due compensation for the time and services the provide you. 

All fees are due by a week before the wedding, with the exception of the deposit, which is due when you reserve your wedding date.

Service
Members         Non-Members

Deposit 
(To hold date; non-refundable; 
200

400




Will credit to other fees)

Building Use
(Sanctuary, narthex, dressing area,
N/A
400


restrooms)


Reception 
(Celebration Center and kitchen)
200
400

Minister Gratuity (for counseling & service)
Average $150
300

Accompanist (extra for practice w/ soloists)
100
200

Sound System Operator (only if needed)
50
50

Coordinator (for 6 hr. – add’l. time @ $20 per hr.)
120
120
       

Custodian
  75
  75
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